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BAGS Modelling Trophies 

 Reproduced from “Local Trains of Thought” by kind permission of © Peter Barnfield www.peterbarnfield.co.uk 

THE MORNING MIXED TRAIN 
Cuttle Beach , Portersfoote Bunting Light Railway 
This entire train, seen here making a spirited attempt to climb the notorious gradient out of Cuttle , was purchased s/hand from the Swanspond and 
Muttering Rly. As a single articulated unit intended to provide 1st, 2nd and 3rd class accommodation, goods and restaurant car facilities in an economic 
fashion for rural railways.  In practice the train was not a success: coal storage for the vertical boilered, beam operated, chain driven locomotive 
amidships impinged on the 3rd class seating provoking many complaints.  Limited water capacity often hampered operation, particularly when lots of tea 
was served – both loco and tea urn shared the same water tank.  The unit could not be uncoupled to split the train to make climbing gradients easier 
and the under-powered engine made heavy weather of some sections. So much sand was used by crews in an attempt to avoid slipping to a stand that 
there was general shortage on the line, the Manager being forced on one occasion to resort to sending two mento the beach at Whimsea armed with 
buckets and spades.  The train was soon taken out of service and the loco part was used to shunt Quill Quay for some years. The rest rotted away at 
the back of Portersfoote Bunting sheds except for the tea urn, liberated by the local WI, and the first class section which became a porch on one of the 
railway cottages.         

 
We are reviving the 3 Modelling Trophies listed below; they will be judged and awarded at Steam in Beds. 
 
  “The Tim Grisdale Shield” Awarded for Best Freelance Model 

  “The BAG Committee Shield” Awarded for Best Prototype Model 

  “The Roger Goodall Trophy” Awarded for the Most Novel Narrow Gauge Model 

We need to know by the end of August which BAGs members are intending to enter Models and in which of the above 
categories. 
This is for two reasons, first to gauge the type and number of Models which may influence how each Category is 
judged and by whom, secondly if we find by our September meeting that there has been little or no interest from 
members to enter any of the categories, we will consider cancelling the awards, if nobody is interested enough then 
why should we bother to try and revive what has been a very well supported competition over the clubs twenty year 
history.  

 



2011 Meeting Dates 

 The following are the club meeting dates for 2011: 
  5th June   3rd July    
  August no meeting  4th September 
  2nd October inc. P/G  6th November inc. P/G 
Prayle Grove will be attending those dates marked P/G 
  .............................................. o.................................................... 
 
Steam In Beds 2011 

The Hall has been booked for the 3 December for this year’s Steam in Beds.  The following Traders have been 
invited; 
  Brandbright  Anything Narrow Gauge  Atropos  Busy Bodies 

  Jons People  Trenarren Models  AnDel Models 

We of course have Ridgmont and as in previous years we will be inviting Prayle Grove, St Genny’s and Mexican Dock. 
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 Association Decauville Project Victory 

 This Project is on temporary hold following Keith Dyers period of ill health, Keith and the Association hope to re-launch 
 the Project in the near future, subject to his recovery.  
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 Exhibitions 2011 

I have been approached by the Association to see if we would be interested in taking “Ridgmont” to the AGM in 2012, 
as you are aware it is being held at East of England Showground, Peterborough.   I have indicated that we would be 
happy to go, providing we can put a team together. 

Andrew Neal will be taking St Genny’s to the Elsecar Show this year, it’s a 2 day show to be held on the 24th and 
25th September.  This is a big commitment for Andrew and Joy so I am sure they would welcome any support from 
the BAGs members helping to run the layout 

Garden Meetings 

I have been contacted by 16mm Ass. Member John Rogers (No. 7602), he lives in Arlesey, Beds.  He has offered to 
open his Garden Railway to any BAGs member.  He describes the line as a small 32mm figure of eight with a 
minimum radius 3’ 6”, Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday would be best and because of the size he is limited to 2/3 
visitors at a time.  Anyone who is interested in this kind offer please give John a ring on 01462 731506 to arrange a 
suitable date for your visit. 

Other Exhibitions 

Chatham Show, 11 & 12 June, The Historic Dockyard Chatham, Kent.  Visit www.chathamshow.co.uk for details.  
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Pitstone Museum 

This will be Wags Wharf’s 3rd year at the museum; if you have visited you will know that we do not have a good 
location.  The Museum management has agreed to us moving to a new location which will be in the centre of the 
museum grounds.  We hope to complete the move in time for the July open day, so come and see for yourselves.  
Help yourself to a copy of Museums leaflet which gives details of its Location, Opening Dates, Times and Ticket Prices 
or visit the Museums Web Site at  www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk 
  
Gas Supplies  

We have a quantity of Butane Gas available, prices: 
Butane    277g Canister  £3.50  Box of 12 £35.00   
 
Chris Pretty 

http://www.chathamshow.co.uk/
http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/

